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Imagine a multiple-line chart depicting the “less important” percentages across values of ideology, separately for 
respondents without and with children. The “kids.no” line would be strongly negative, dropping from 82.7 percent 
among liberals to 68.0 percent among conservatives. The “kids.yes” line would be practically flat, declining modestly 
from 74.8 percent to 70.7 percent. We know how the chart should look. How do we create it? In three steps. 1. Define 
an indicator variable, coded 1 for a response of “less important,” and 0 for a response of “more important.” 2. Create a 
ddply object that contains the weighted means of the indicator. 3. Graph the weighted means with interaction.plot.

Step 1 defines an indicator, gss$obey.less.imp:

Step 2 creates weighted means, named obey.mean:

Step 3 plots obey.mean (multiplied by 100 to produce percentages), with the default legend suppressed, and 
adds a customized legend:

A multiple-line chart, constructed to our specifications, appears in the graphics window (Figure 5.4).
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Figure 5.4  Multiple-Line Chart with Indicator Dependent Variable


